
ESTABLISHMENT AND BIRD CONTROL

INTRODUCTION

Getting maize variety choice wrong can be costly in terms of 
missed opportunity to produce the maximum feed energy 
from the crop. 

This Selection Guide uses valuable independent data to help 
you make the correct variety choice. 

FEEDING QUALITY EXPLAINED

Is cell wall digestibility the same as fibre digestibility? 

The digestibility of fibre (dNDF) in maize is measured by cell wall digestibility (CWD). CWD 
measures the extent to which animals can digest maize plant fibre. As lignin content increases, 
cell wall digestibility declines. 

The higher the cell wall digestibility, the better the potential feed value of the plant.

Digestible fibre (dNDF) - the key to improved performance 

Dairy cows need to maximise dry matter intake (DMI) if they are to absorb sufficient energy to 
maintain high levels of milk production. 

AD plants can improve efficiency of gas production by increasing the highly degradable fibre 
content of maize silage to help speed passage through the digester. 

To maximise feed quality, select maize varieties with both high starch content and cell wall 
digestibility.

Cell wall digestibility and diet formulation 

The greater the proportion of maize silage in the diet, the more important the cell wall 
digestibility becomes. 

The lower the digestibility of cell wall, the slower the rate of forage digestion. Varieties with 
poor cell wall digestibility impact feed intakes with slower digestion and reduced production.

A maize variety with improved cell wall digestibility can be formulated into the diet at a higher 
level than one with a lower cell wall digestibility, saving money on purchased concentrates.
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Damage caused by birds

Maize is most vulnerable to bird damage during early 
emergence, up to 3-4 leaf phase. Rooks and other corvids 
can pick out newly sown seeds or small seedlings, working 
down the row and causing substantial losses. 

Bird Control

Key to avoiding this issue is to ensure that no grains are 
left lying on the surface and that the seed is drilled to 
the correct depth and well covered, so as not to attract 
attention. 

Avoid drilling an isolated crop of maize in a high risk area, 
such as near woodland or a rookery. It may be possible 
to drill seed to a deeper depth of 7-10cm to deter rooks 
from digging up the seed, however sowing at this depth 
can be problematic for the seed to germinate successfully, 
especially in heavier soils.  

Always check that soil temperature has consistently reached 
10⁰C at drilling depth for at least 4 consecutive days before 
drilling and check the medium term weather forecast will 
remain warm. 

 

Korit® PRO provides protection

• Bird repellent against crows, rooks and pheasants

• Fungicide protection against damping off diseases 
including Pythium and Fusarium 

Korit® PRO improves growth:

• Increased rooting power, with plants developing a 
healthy and productive root system 

• Better plant health and anchoring up to harvest

• Inclusion of manganese to aid chlorophyll formation and 
photosynthetic action

• Inclusion of zinc to aid protein formation, particularly 
beneficial if soils become cold or wet 

Seed Treatment

The unique formulation of Korit® PRO provides protection 
from birds and soil-borne, damping off diseases. It also 
contains micronutrients to aid early plant development, 
assisting the plant to grow in this crucial stage.
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